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AMERICAN

COMMEMORATIVE

PANELS

James Baldwin
Baldwin's first novel, Go Tell It on the
Mountain, was published in 1953. Partly
autobiographical, this account of a young boy's
struggle with personal and spiritual issues
elicited pra ise for Baldwin 's exceptional talent.
His first essay collection, Notes of a Native
Son, was published in 1955, enhanci ng his
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Baldwin's work eloquen tly articu lated the

s

repu tation as a master of Ameri ca n prose.
complexiti es of race relations during the years
when the civil rights movement was at its

height. The Fire Next Time, published in 1963,

solidified Baldwin's status; that same year,

his success landed him on the cover of Time.

Baldwin's second and third novels, Giovanni's

Room and Another Country, surprised readers

JAMES BALDWIN

wasbornonAugust2,1924,

in New York City. As a boy, he visited the library

with their matter-of-fact portrayals of

homosexual relationships. Just as he was a

often and displayed exceptional intelligence.

leading literary figure in the civil rights

By the time he graduated from high school, he

movement, Baldwin would eventually be

had published articles, plays, fiction, and

poetry in his school literary maga-

zine , and he knew he wanted to

be a writer. He counted Dickens,
Dostoevsky, and Harriet

Beecher Stowe among the

claimed as an inspiration by the gay rights
movement.

Baldwin published several other novels,

plays, short stories, and poems. James Baldwin

died on November 30, 1987, at his home in

Saint-Paul de Vence, in France.

authors who influenced
his desire to write.

As a young man, Baldwin
began publishing essays on
literature and other topics in
periodica ls such as The Natian.
In 1948, he made his first journey to

Another
Country
anovel

James

Baldwin

France. For th e rest of his life, he moved
between Europe and America, later referring to
himself as a "commuter" between the two
continents.
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The work of writer James Baldwin brought him to the forefront of America's
civil rights movement and made him a leading literary figure of the 20th
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century. Baldwin was born in poverty in 1924 in New York City, where he
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helped his mother care for his many brothers and sisters.

He showed

exceptional intelligence early, and counted Dickens and Dostoevsky among
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the authors who influenced his desire to become a writer.
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Son appeared two years later, containing essays on various topics, among

them literature and black life in America and abroad . Several other books
followed, including fiction, essays, poems, and plays.

With the publication of The Fire Next Time in 1963, Baldwin became
internationally famous.

In that book, he suggested hopefully that if

Americans of different races joined together, they could "end the racial
nightmare, and achieve our country, and change the history of the world."
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Above My Head" (1979). His ploys are "Blues for Mister Charlie" (1964) and "The Amen
Corner" (1968). Acollection of short stories, "Going to Meet the Mon," was published in
1965. Other works include "Jimmy's Blues," a poetry collection published in 1985, and essays
and nonfiction including "Nobody Knows My Nome" (1961 ); "No Nome in the Street"
(1972); "The Devil Finds Work" (197 6); "Evidence of Things Not Seen" (1985); a screenploy, "One Doy When IWas Lost" (1972); and "The Price of the Ticket," a collection of essays
printed in 1985.

Baldwin's first novel, "Go Tell It on the Mountain," published in 1953, was portly outobiogrophical. This account of a young boy's struggle with personal and spiritual issues elicited praise for
Baldwin's exceptional talent. His first essay collection, "Notes of a Native Son," published in
1955, enhanced his reputation os a master of American prose.
Baldwin's work eloquently articulated the complexities of race relations during the years when
the civil rights movement was at its height. "The Fire Next Time," published in 1963, solidified Baldwin's status; that some year, his success landed him on the cover of Time magazine.

Jomes Baldwin received many awards during his lifetime, including France's highest civilian
award, commander of the Legion of Honor, presented by President Francois Mitterrand in
1986. He died at his home in Fronce on November 30, 1987, at the age of 63.

R

James Baldwin was born on August 2, 1924, in New York Cily's Harlem Hospital. As a boy,
he visited the library often and displayed exceptional intelligence. During his adolescence,
Baldwin planned a career as a minister and was active for atime as ayoung preacher. However,
by the time he graduated from high school, he hod published articles, plays, fiction and poetry
in his school literary magazine, and he knew he wonted to be a writer. He counted Dickens,
Dostoevsky and Harriet Beecher Stowe among the authors who influenced his desire to write.
Traces of the preacher remain in the biblical rhythms and allusions in Baldwin's prose.

Baldwin's novels include "Giovanni's Room" (1956); "Another Country" (1962); "Tell Me
How Long the Troi n's Been Gone· (1968); "IfBeale StreeCould Tolk" (1974); ond "Just

Stomp artist Thomas Blackshear II based his portrait of Baldwin on a block-and-white photograph token around 1960, probably in New York. The stomp background is evocative of
Baldwin's novel "Go Tell It on the Mountain," set in Harlem, and is based on o photograph by
Berenice Abbot token in Harlem in 1938.

